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The purpose of the monthly Fundamental Education Abstracts, the first 
issue of which appeared in March, 19,9, is to supply at regular brief intervals 
a descriptive bibliography of technical materials relevant to fundamental 
education throughout the world. Three separate language editions are issued 
each month, in English, French and Spanish. 


As far as possible full bibliographical data are given for each item 
listed. Items are numbered consecutively throughout each yearly volume. 
Prices of publications are included as a convenience to readers, but orders 
must be sent to booksellers or to the originators of the material and not to 
Unesco. However, materials issued by Unesco may by obtained direct. 








Field workers, research students and others engaged or interested in 
fundamental education are invited to send in to the Clearing House documents, 
textbooks and other technical materials in the field of fundamental education 
for possible inclusion in the Abstracts. Critical comments and suggestions 
will also be most welcome as a means of improving our service. 
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SECTION A 


MATERIALS ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 
OF FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 


GENERAL WORKS 


Fundamental Education. A Quarterly Bulletin. (April 1951, Vol. III, 
No. @) Paris: Unesco. Yearly subscription: $0.70, 4 s., 200 Frs, 
Single copy: $0 20, 3.d., 60 Frso 





Contents of this issue include an editorial on compulsory 
education by Matta Akrawi; articles on the twelve-year school in the 
United States Indian Service, by Willard Beatty; the teaching of 
English as a second language to illiterate adults, by F.G. French; 

a detailed study of the construction of a literacy primer in the 
Malagasy language, by Peter Stolee, a discussion of the Indonesian 
literacy primer, by J.C. Notebaart; a report on the fundamental 
education programme of Unesco in 1951, by J.B. Bowers; and news notes, 


International Bureau of Education. Compulsory Education and its 
Prolongation. (Pub. No 133) Genevas IBE; and Paris: Unesco, 1951. 
168 pp. 5 Swiss Frs; 405 Fr. Frs. (Published separately also in 
French) 








This comparative study, based on data supplied by the 
Ministries of Education in 7 countries, sets out the extent of 
compulsory education in each country, legislation and control of 
attendance, problems faced and measures taken to raise the school- 
leaving age. The study was used as a working paper by the lth 
International Conference on Public Education, convened jointly by 
Unesco and the IBE in Geneva in July 1951. The recommendations of 
the Conference on compulsory education will soon be published by 
Unesco and distributed in English, French, Spanish and Arabic to 
its Member States as part of its continuing campaign in favour of 
application of the principle of universal, free and compulsory 
education. 


International Bureau of Education. School Meals and Clothing. 
(Pub. No. 12Q) Geneva: BIE; and Paris: Unesco, 1951. 126 pp. 
3 Swiss Frs. 22 Fr. Frese (Published separately also in French.) 





A survey of the provision of school meals and clothing in 
43 countries, based on information supplied by Ministries of 
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Education. The question was discussed also at the lth Conference on 
Public Education, as a corollary to the matter of compulsory education. 


(AFRICA) 


30, . 


AFRICA _ (General) 


Great Britain. Colonial Office. Study of Educational Policy and 
Practice in British Tropical Africa. Londons: Produced on behalf of 
the Colonial Office and the Nuffield Foundation by the Bureau of 
Current Affairs (117 Piccadilly, W. 1), 1951. 19 pp. No price given. 








The Secretary of State for the Colonies and the Nuffield 


Foundation are jointly sponsoring a project to study educational 


policy and practice in the territories of British Tropical Africa. 

The study will be made by two small groups of experts visiting West, 

and East and Central, Africa respectively during the second half of 1951, 
followed ty aconference in 1952 to which representative groups of 
educational experts from each territory will be invited. The study 


will be confined to education for Africans, up to and including the 


secondary level. The present paper outlines the scope and suggested 
agenda of the study set out under six main topics: (1) the relationship 
of the curriculum to the needs of society; (2) the amount of primary 
and secondary education; (3) supply and training of teachers; 

(4) administration and control; (5) relationship between government 

and voluntary agencies (chiefly church missions) in respect of education; 
(6) educational finance. 


(AFRICA) 
BRITISH EAST AFRICA 
305. Conference of Women Educationists, 15-17 August, 1950... Nairobis 





Government Printer, 1950. 13 pp. 1 Ss. 


This conference of representatives of Government and missions 
schools for girls met in Nairobi to consider the Beecher Report (see 
above) in relation to the education of women and girls. The report 
stresses the need for quality in education, reviews in detail the 
development of education for African girls since 1943, and gives special 
attention to teacher training, domestic science, nurse training and 
social welfare. Twenty-six recommendations for action were transmitted 
to the Director of Education, with the request that they be considered 
in connexion with the findings of the Beecher Commission. 
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Kenya. Education Department. Annual Report, 1949. Nairobi: 
Govermment Printer, 1951. 73 pp» 2s. 5d. 





This report, in three main parts, presents an historical 
survey of education in Kenya, a general summary of the educational 
system and policy, and a detailed report of the year's work in 
education, including legislation and administration, finance, primary, 
secondary, technical and higher education, teacher training, adult and 
mass education. Developments of particular interest include the 
introduction of the new syllabus for African primary schools, aimed at 
meeting community needs more closely, the publication in September 19,9 
of the Beecher report on "the scope, content and methods of the African 
educational system" (its main recommendations are set out in Part II of 
this report), and the appearance in early 1950 of the first issue of the 
East African Teachers Journal, to be published semi-annually by the 
East African Literature Bureau in co-operation with the Kenya Education 
Department for distribution throughout the four East African territories, 





(AFRICA) 


3507 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA 


West African Affairs: New Industries, by Kenneth Baldwin (umnunb); 
Public Opinion and Government, by David Kimble (unnumb.); No. 10, 
The Language We Speak, by LeD. Lerner. London: Bureau of Current 
Affairs, 191. 7 de each. 











Three recently issued titles in the series of discussion 
pamphlets edited at the Department of Extra-lural Studies, University 
College of the Gold Coast, Achimota, Accra, for use with adult education 
groups and other organizations interested in current affairs, such as 
trade unions, co-operatives and political parties. New Industries 
considers general problems of establishing industries in West Africa, 
with specific examples drawn chiefly from the Gold Coast. The Public 
Opinion pamphlet discusses how public opinion may be measured, organized, 
formed and expressed constructively through democratic assemblies and 
constitutional procedures. No. 10 deals with the complex nature and 
uses of language, particularly in relation to the difficult problem 
of regional, national and vernacular languages in West Africa. 





(AFRICA) 


308. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA 


France. Rapport annuel du Gouvernement frangais 4 1'Assemblée générale 
des Nations Unies sur l'administration du Togo place sous la tutelle 
de 1a France. Année 1950. Paris, 1951. 3e pp. Illus. No price given 
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Part I of this annual report discusses political, social and 
economic developments in the territory during 1950; Part II contains 
detailed statistics; Part III gives the full texts of legislation 
passed during the year under review. The report shows that there 
has been a considerable increase in ths total expenditure on education- 
Frso 124,972,000 = a rise of Frs. 58,159,000 or 87% over last year's 
figure. In addition to information as to each level of education, 
there is a brief discussion of the problem of the use of vernacular 
languages in instruction. 


(AMERICA) 


309. 


310. 


LATIN AMERICA (General) 


Regional Fundamental Education Centre for Latin America. C.R.E.F.A.L. 
Report of Professor Lucas Ortiz Benitez, Director of the C.R.E.F.A.L. 
to the VI General Conference of the Unesco. Patzcuaro, Michoacan, 
Mexico, 1951. 16 1. 27 unnumbered leaves of appendices, charts and 
maps. Processed. Published also in Spanish. No price given. 








CREFAL, the first Centre in the World Network of Regional 
Fundamental Education Training and Production Centres to be established 
by Unesco, be work in May 1951 (For more information on this Centre, 
see Abstracts/26, April 1951, No. 100). This report of the Director of 
the Centre to the 6th General Conference of Unesco held in Paris during 
June-July 1951 describes briefly the first steps taken for the creation 
of the Centre and presents the plan of activities set up for the training 
of teachers and for the production of teaching materials. A complete 
administrative and financial account up to 30 April 1951 is also given. 


Turrialba. Revista Interamericana de Ciencias Agricolas. Vol. I, 
No. Li» April 1951. Turrialba, Costa Rica : Instituto Interamericano 
de Ciencias Agricolas. Quarterly. Annual subscriptions $ 2.00 








This issue gives information on different activities undertaken 
by the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences - such as an 
experiment on hog feeding with common tropical products = and the results 
of the economic and social development programme carried out in the 
region of Turrialba, mainly during the last sixty years. It also 
includes 6; abstracts of articles from periodicals of which photocopies 
are available on request, as well as a bibliography of agricultural 
science in the Americas (For abstract of No. 1 of Turrialba, see 
Abstracts/26, April 1951, Noe 99). 
































(AMERICA) 


311. Colombia. Ministerio de educacion nacional. Régimen de la Ensenanza 
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COLOMBIA 








Primaria en Colombia, 1903-199. Bogotdé, 1950. QUO pp. No price 
givene 7 


education, for the period between 1903 and 1949. Of considerable 
importance as it indicates the development of the structure and 
content of elementary education during the whole period covered and 
includes also laws and decrees about the literacy campaign initiated 


in 195. 


312. Colombia. Ministerio de Educacién Nacional. Departamento Nacional de 
Enseneanza Primaria. Planes y Programas de la Ensenanza Primaria, 
Rural y Urbana. Bogota, Ts50. 135 ppe No price given. 


A compilation of official decisions dealing with primary 


There is a useful subject index. 








by rural and urban primary schools in Colombia. The programmes for 
rural schools are of particular interest to fundamental educators, 
as they show how the instruction given seeks to help children adapt 
themselves better to country life, by means of the teaching of trades 
and handicrafts, health and physical education, practical farming and 
other activities offered, in addition to general education. 


(AMERICA) 


313. El Maestro. Revista pedagégica mensual. Vol. I, NooI, mayo and 
No. &, junio 1951. San José, Costa Rica s: Ministerio de Educacidén 
Publica 


in education available to teachers in Costa Rica, the Ministry of 
Education of that country has begun publication of this new periodical. 
Material is selected on the basis of its special interest, or its 
adaptability to Costa Rican needs. Other sections include informations 
on the Costa Rican teaching profession, the official organization of 
education in Costa Rica and bibliographies. A special section is devoted 
to Unesco activities. 


A detailed description of the programmes of study followed 


COSTA RICA 


Monthly. Free. 


In view of the scarcity of information on recent developments 
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(AMERICA) 


31. 


MEXICO 


Kneller, George F. The Education of the Mexican Nation. New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1951. 258 ppe > 3.50. 





A comprehensive discussion of education in Mexico, in relation 
to social, economic and historical factors, based on investigations 
and field visits conducted over a period of six years. Topics covered 
include organization and administration, teacher-training, elementary, 
secondary and higher education. Of particular interest to educators 
and students of comparative education is Chapter 3, which summarizes 
the prevailing social and educational ideologies, the framework of 
education and the educational system ‘in function'. An extensive 
bibliography of sources in English and Spanish is appended, pp. 22%l,1. 
The author, formerly senior specialist on Latin America with the U.S. 
Office of Education, is now Professor of Education at Yale University. 


(AMERICA) 


315. 


UNITED STATES 


American Vocational Association. Vocational Advisory Committees. 
Washington, DeC. (1010 Vermont Ave, N.W.), 1950. 39 ppe $ 0.25. 





This booklet describes procedures in use in school systems 
throughout the United States in the selection and operation of 
advisory committees of representative laymen, to assist the schools 
to provide vocational education programmes geared to meet the needs 
of the community. Intended primarily for the use of administrators 
and instructors in industrial, agricultural, distributive and home 
economics educations 


Bathurst, Effie G. Where Children Live Affects Curriculum. U.S. Office 
of Education, Bulletin 1950, No. 7. Washington, D.C.: Govt. Print. 
Off.,; 1950. 77 ppe $ 0025. 





This is a record of actual experience, showing how groups of 
children and their teachers in different types of communities have 
worked together to solve problems that concerned them, and how in 
consequence the curriculum had to be modified to suit varying needs 
and conditions. Among the influences on curricular activities that 
have been noted are those relating to geography, natural resources, 
industry, history, ancestry and culture, wealth or income level, social 
status, race relations, and community attitudes and folkways. The 
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writer tries to show how curricula vary: "In use and improvement 
of the enviroment; in health and nutrition activities; in social 
and civil service and understanding; and in home and family living", 


317-  Kempfer, Homer. Identifying Educational Needs of Adults. Washington, 
DoCos: U.S. Office of Education, 1951. Circular No. 330. 4 pp. $ 0.35, 





A curriculum study, in answer to such problems as: "What courses 
shall we offer ? What activities shall we provide ? What are the best 
ways of finding out what adults want and need to learn 7" The study 
tests 37 procedures commonly used by administrators of public school and 
community college adult education programmes in identifying educational 
needs and interests of adults such as credit and non=credit courses, 
forums, lectures, concerts, excursions, radio broadcasts, workshops, 
correspondence courses, apprentice training programmes, public exhibits, 
civic improvement programmes, etc.. The results of study give 13 "best 
ways of identifying educational needs and interests of adults", and 
suggest "content, methods, and organization of courses to meet these 
needs", 


318. U.S. Office of Education. Compulsory Education Requirements (Circular 
No. 278.). Washington, D.Ce, 1950. 11 pp. Processed. Free. 





This circular presents in a brief text and summary tables 
essential information relating to compulsory education in the United 
States, and shows the chief trends with respect to compulsory school 
attendance laws during the past twenty years. School attendance has 
been required in each of the 8 states since 1918; the majority of 
states (32) now require attendance from 7 to 16 years of age; 33 states 
require 9 years of school attendance. 


(AMERICA) 
VENEZUELA 


319. Consejo Inter=Americano de Educacion Alimenticia. Informe Anual / 
Annual Report, CIDEA, desde 1949 hasta 1951. Caracas, 1950. 2 vol. 
Processed. Illus. 








A report on the activities of CIDEA, a joint body of the 
Venezuelan Instituto Nacional de Nutricion and the American Internation! 
Association for Economic and Social Development (A.I.A.)3 its educations! 
programme on nutrition and dietary habits conducted among the Venezuelan 
people is fully described. Factual information, abundant illustrations, 
statistical charts and graphs and reproductions of various educational 
materials are included. A volume of appendices gives a collection of 
panaphlets and forms produced by CIDEA and used in its educational campalg 
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(ASIA) 


320. 


(ASIA) 


el. 
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"#1 Mercado Libre", another CIDEA publication, is the first volume of 

a series of textbooks called Serie de Cuadernos Didacticos, to be used 
in primary schools. It describes for the teacher = as the focus for 
instruction in natural and social sciences, mathematics, language and 
health » a Venezuelan “free market" and the different activities carried 
out by a fifth grade class in connexion with this unit course, 
Appendices give information on food values, classification, diets, 
recipes and budgets. 








INDIA 


Derasari, R.D. and Bhojraj, S. Community Life in Schools. Bombay: 
International Book House Ltd., 1950 (Publication of the Office of the 
Educational Adviser, Education Section, Noe 15). 25 pp. 3 anmas. 





This brochure is part of a series dealing with various aspects 
of basic education, under the leadership of K.G. Saiyidain. It 
describes how community life and school are bridged overs; how children 
are trained as citizens; how activities of different kinds are organized 
to serve as bases for such training; how public co-operation is enlisted; 
the formation of comnittees, execution of the programme, maintaining a 
record, and promoting recreational and cultural activities, 


JAPAN 


Japan. Ministry of Education. Progress of Education Reform in Japan. 
Tokyo, 1950. 10, ppe No price piven. 





A survey of educational policies, developments and problems in 
Japan during the past five years, viewed particularly in relation to 
the findings and recommendations of the 19,6 United States Education 
Mission to Japan. Detailed educational statistics are given in 
appendices. A second publication Bricks Without Straw (ilinistry of 
Education, 1950, 69 pp.) sets out important needs, particularly for 
increased budget appropriations and additional school buildings. 





Japanese Education Reform Council. Education Reform in Japan. Tokyo; 
1950. 1% ppe No price given. 


The council is an official body of Japanese educators organized 
in 10,6 to co-operate with the United States Education Mission, and 
P 
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continued as a permanent advisory committee to the Prime Minister, 

Its duties are the survey and discussion of important questions 
concerning education. The present report, like the Ministry of Education 
publications noted above, considers the present status of the whole 
educational system inJanan. More adequate financial support for 
education and improved teacher training are stressed as the gravest 
problems to be faced. 


(ASIA) 


MALAYA 


323. Malaya. Department of Public Relations. Adult Education through 
Information Services. Kuala Lumpur, 1950. 0 pp. Illus. No price 
given. 








This illustrated booklet describes the adult education 
activities undertaken by the Department of Public Relations "in an 
attempt to raise the social, economic and political consciousness of 
the people, more than half of whom are illiterates". Methods used 
include film shows, exhibits, broadcasts, lectures and printed material: 
- picture posters, leaflets and newsheets both in English and in the 
vernaculars. Much of the work is organized through mobile cinema and 
radio units, reading-rooms and information centres. Information given 
covers health, better farming practices, and other educational subjects. 


(ASIA) 


PHILIPPINES 


32. Philippines. Bureau of Public Schools. Materials on the School and 
Community. Manila, 19,9-51. Various pagination. Free. Processéde 





A compilation of 20 bulletins, circulars and memoranda, issued 
by the Director of Public Schools of the Philippines to some eighty 
divisional superintendents of schools for the guidance of the 85,000 
public school teachers of the Philippines, it covers a variety of topics 
such as: community improvement through the schools; adult education 
activities; gearing the public schools to economic development; the use 
of school facilities for the varied programmes of education for community o 
life; the value of pre=vocational activities; community musical tn 
extension services in rural high schools; food production campaigns 4” 
their educational significance; supervised farming in secondary nen 
leadership training in Cagayan provinces; the organization and opere ae 
of the community=centered schools school-community participation 1m _ 
fish conservation; establishing community reading centres; teachers’ come” 
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in adult education; enriching and vitalizing the ourriculum for the 
improvement of community living. The material is concrete and practical, 
and admits of ready use by classroom teachers and adult community leaders 


Philippines. Bureau of Public Schools. Materials on the United Nations 
Manila: Bureau of Public Schools, 1948-1951. Various pagination. Free 
Processed. 





A similar volume to the foregoing, containing 19 bulletins issued 
from 1948-51, and dealing with teaching about the United Nations and 
use of the schools to promote international understanding and peace. 
It describes appropriate activities and projects a "United Nations Day", 
tells how an essay and poster competition may be made to help implement 
the objectives of Unesco, and explains methods of teaching the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Included is a “Simplified version of the 
Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and suggestions for 
teaching them", which presents the Declaration at the fourth grade level 


(EUROPE) 


326. 


BELGIUM 


Paedagogica Belgica, I (1950). Apergu périodique des études pédagogiques 
belges, ed. par R.L. Plancke. Gand: Institut supérieur de Sciences péda-~ 
gogiques (1) rue de l'Université), 1951. 102 pp. No price given. 





This is the first mumber of a publication which is intended to 
furnish annually a systematic synopsis of pedagogical studies in Belgiun. 
The plan includes: a classified annotated bibliography of books and 
pamphlets; an alphabetical directory of Belgian educational journals; 

@ subject list of periodical articles; extended reviews of the biblio- 
graphy of special subjects (the present issue covers publications 
issued in 1950 on the history of Belgian education); news of research 
in progresss and a final section devoted to abstracts of theses and 
dissertations presented at Belgian universities. Text is bilingual in 
French and Flemish; there is an author index. 


(EUROPE) 


3e7 


GREAT BRITAIN 


Great Britain. Ministry of Education. The Recruitment and Training 
of Youth Leaders and Community Centre Wardens: Second report of the 
National Advisory Council on the Training and Supply of Teachers. 
London: H.M.S.0., 1951. ly pp. 6 de 
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This report stresses the importance of careful selection of 
recruits for these positions and the need for financial help to nature 
students. Content and form of training courses should be flexible; 
training should extend for 2 years and should be based on ), phases 
adjusted to the previous experience and education of the individual 
student. Suggested programmes of background and specialized studies 
and of practical work are given. 











328, 


329 


330. 
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SECTION B 


MATERIALS USEFUL IN FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 


TEXTBOOKS 


Fernand Nathan (publishers). Méthode Francois; méthode de lecture 
syllabique et globale. Paris (18 rue Monsieur-le=Prince), 19)9. 
2 vols. 





Two primers for teaching children elementary reading in 
French by means of the global method. Each page of the text carries 
several coloured illustrations to help in understanding the meaning, 
and includes cursive script as well as print. Opportunity is given 
for the child to express himself also by drawing and writing. 


New York City. Board of Education. Manual for Teachers of Adult 
Elementary Classes. Brooklyn 2, N.Y. (110 Livingstone St), 1950. 


2 pp. 


This manual, intended primarily as a guide to the teacher in 
daily lesson=planning, outlines step-by-step procedures for teaching 
the basic programme in English and citizenship offered free, through 
the New York City public school system, to foreign-born adults in 
more than 700 day and evening classes. Courses begin with classes 
for illiterates and are graded upwards on four levels. Materials 
are organized around aspects of daily living = citizenship, homemaking, 
getting and holding a job, health and safety, intergroup relations, 
and leisure-time activities. An annotated bibliography of textbooks 
and follow-up readings is included. 





Williams-Ellis, Amabel. The Puzzle of Food and People: a geography 
reader, New York: Published for Unesco by the Manhattan Publishing Co. 
(225 Lafayette St.), 1951. 58 ppe Illus. $0.60; quantity rates. 





This supplementary text for use in history, geography and 
social science classes in elementary schools is the last in a series 
of publications sponsored by Unesco to promote thought and discussion 
on the world-wide problem of "Food and People". The full séries 
includes a Discussion Guide for teachers, and six booklets by 
oo a authorities on various aspects of the problem; complete 
set $1.65. 
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